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meeting. 


There were 
was very satisfactory 


REPORT OF THE S.E.C. 

nresent at the meeting, which 
eight n ^ m there P were many things to discuss. 

. Ct p?f to begin with the most important— the 

It might be as wen w * The su bject was discussed 

question of a club room ^ it was agreed that it would 

at the Annual Meeting ^ Y ’ kable plan could be found, 

bo an excellent thm? ^ “hovered the Leisure Club, that was 
Thanks to Mrs. Gould, f an Assoc i at ion, on payment of 
willing to affiliate i which would admit us to full club 

“a^fpn-^SSSSSon of the use of the guest rooms, 
membership , ' 1 f various points we decided 

After talking the matter oyer q to ' ;tn increased sub- 

that we w0 ^ d th 7 pr0S pe C t of reduced printing bills, we hoped 
mb' ,0 ab" t nit r Te additional outlay There will be a 
more detailed report of this elsewhere in the Magazine, so I 
S not ake up more space here. With a view to getting 
the subscriptions in more promptly we decided that there should 
be a scale of penalties for delay in sending them— sixpence 
being added for each month’s delay. So those who pay in 
January will pay only 5s. (and will Students please bear in mind 
that the subscription has been raised from 3s. 6d. to 5s.), those 
in February 5s. 6d., and so on through the year! This may 
appear rather drastic, but we hope that the end will justify the 
means! The date of the next Conference was discussed and it 
was decided to hold it in the Spring of 1922, as owing to the 
Whitby Gathering following on the heels of the Ambleside 
Conference, we feel that next year would be too soon for every- 
body. We gave a good deal of time, too, to trying to find some 
way of making the Students’ Meetings more worth coming to; 
finally we decided to give up the first half hour from 3-30, and 
longer if necessary, to open discussion and questions, the meet- 
ing being in the hands of a chairman to be appointed at one 
meeting for the next. Miss Kitching was chosen to act as 
chairman at the November meeting at 13, Bryanston Street. 
It. was also suggested that Students should label themselves — 
as at Conferences — so that everyone may know everybody else. 
The circular on behalf of the advantages of Life Membership 
will have been in the hands of Students long before this report 
appears, so no further mention need be made of that, except just 
r°. a ^ 01 J e more plea in its favour: if all students would become 
i eMembers at once I am quite sure that five years wou Id be added 
o le 1 lie ol each through absence of the worry of remembering 
o pay up, and I am quite sure too that at least ten years would 
j* a ed to ' the lives of future generations of treasurers. All 

is is in addition to the benefits that would accrue to the Associa- 
tion itsell. 


Lilian Gray. 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

remember that the^mS w !|j stu <*ents 

automatically as payment is deferred! (see the S EC TT* 
report!) So please let me be snowed under with ^ ^ lng 
through January! Clei ' postal orders 

Lilian Gray, 

3, St. David’s Avenue, 
Bexhill-in-Sea, 

Sussex . 


The following students have already mid i f 
ship lee of C5 5s., and others have promfsed to d » ' ' 1 
Miss Goode Mrs. Esslcmont, Mrs. Gould, Miss FrankTin S A° M ' 
Henderson, C. M. Purves, Mrs. Reid, Mrs. Hen.ming N Brow ’ 

■ ' . Hope, H. M Fountain, Mrs. Hannerman, Sirs Prinale 
K. Loveday, Harriet Smeeton, C. E. Henderson r M p ’ 
R. M Williams F. W. Young, P. C 

Gore, G. Bell V Curry Mrs. Bickford, Hilda Smeeton’, G. IVL 
cggie H. M. Stubbs, M. Allen, Mrs. Crawshay, Mrs. Hughes 

M Gibson. * ° n ’ S - T0d ’ K * S - Wood ' M - Ruston, 

The following eleven Students have paid the first Annual 
Instalment of 25s. and there are others who have promised to do 
so shortly: Mrs. Campbell, E. Bruce Lowe, E. L. Crowe H. R 
Watson, M. Britten, R. Benyon Winsor, A. S. Moore T S 
Malden, B. S. Moffatt, E. P. Williams, A. Hussey. / 


THE LEISURE CLUB. 

The feeling of the need of some room or some premises in 
London where students can go at any time to meet each other 
or to find a quiet resting place for the' soles of their feet has been 
growing in the minds of many for some time past, and thanks 
mainly to the untiring energy of Mrs. Gould this spot has been 
found in the Leisure Club, 16, Gordon Square, W.C.l. Those 
who have been to view it say that the rooms are most delightful 
and that there is a very workmanlike room where our regular 
meetings could be held. The Committee of the Club have 
agreed to admit us to membership as an Association on payment 
of an affiliation fee of £l() I()s. a year. It was thought that we 
might derive great benefit from the privilege of this membership 
and so it was decided to pay the fee for one year, and then we 
could judge whether or no ive should continue the payment. 
Naturally we hope that the benefits will be so apparent, and 
that the money will be so easily forthcoming that we shall be 
able to do so. The Association is admitted as a body to member- 
ship under the following conditions: — 

1 . That the Association pays an annual affiliation fee of 
ten guineas. 
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, nf t he Association sign the Club book 

2 . That memta* ( A , 0 .S .A .) after their name . 

and the initials of the Asso be use d not more than twice a 

3. That the Commit used to be notified at least 

term: the date on which it k 

four days in advance. ^ a meeting of the Association at the 

4. That on the s da> desired \ i n the Committee room . 

Club all members take . ' titl the me mbers of the Associa- 

5 . The affihat g with the exception of the three 

tion to use al tle e ^ for regular members. Of course 

guest rooms which a become a regular member of 

anymem^rof thcAssoc.a ^ ^ usua1 way , The , ee ls only 

the Leisure Club (1 ] • *. ms caI1 be obtained from the Secretary, 

l.^T r rTam"tfeverTone will agree that these terms are 
Miss Frost). I Misses Bernau and Flewker have very 

* bed sittingrwm at the dispose, of students who 
seek a night’s lodging, that difficulty is done away with 
So will all students who are in the neighbourhood make great 
use of the club and encourage their fellow students to meet them 
there so that we may feel justified in having taken this step, 
and we all hope that the use of it will bring fresh life and vigour 
into the Association. 


STUDENTS’ MEETING. 

The next Students’ Meeting will be held at the Leisure 
Club on Saturday, February 5th, 1921, at 3-30, and there will be 
another on Saturday, March 5th, at the same time. As we may 
use the Committee room twice in the term we will try the old 
plan of meeting on the 1st Saturday in the month. Future 
meetings will be notified in the March number of the Plant. 


THE PRESENTATION TO MISS WILLIAMS. 

Students will be interested to hear that I have received the 
sum of £45 6s. from 158 students. Miss Williams herself uttered 
a very strong protest against such a presentation when she hap- 
pened to hear of it and even went so far as to suggest that all the 
money should be returned to the contributors at her expense . 
But I felt that things had gone too far to take such a step as that 
—and that as all the 158 students had so very heartily responded 
° the appeal and had expressed such pleasure in doing so — it 
n • asb ' 1 ?^ ra ^ ier a hard thing of them to have their money 
, , . a * v W m • I have sent a cheque to Miss Williams for £44 16s . 

\ s. eing deducted lor postage) rather than spend any of it on 
some angible present — and I expressed a wish that she should 
a - c an y ^. S( s ie liked of it — using it for her pet charities 
nnt ?> ail Y.°m ei ' va y. fhat appealed most to her. I hope I have 
the ii!!h H . ( 1Cr ] ast * n S displeasure in doing this . I have thought 
er over from all points of view and this was the decision 


away— -ami ni‘ *° ** 

g.ft in this way-even though S hJ“ t ,«* 

Ltjjan Gray. 


STUDENTS MEETING, NOVEMBER 6th. 1920. 

tTev f< 'sat b on ’ Thei^’ two’ Jeontent^ 

meet ing both murmuring from time'to ^ time folds^f 

the aforesaid garments, that it had been ‘jolly well worth while ’ 
It was a fine meeting! Not even the fact of being buttonholed at 
the last moment and told off to write this account will eradicate 
this impression. To begin with Miss Bernau and Miss Flewker 
at whose house the meeting was held, had kindly provided name- 
plates for us all— which gets over the difficulty of endless intro- 
ductions . A chairman , Miss Hitching , had been elected , and we 
met tor business in a nice class-room where we sat in desks which 
are very comfortable if the owner isn’t too thin a child! Miss 
Hitching- told us about the Mission Fund, and pleaded for monev 
lor it Our votes were asked for the use to which the memorial 
lunci should he put, three suggestions being given: (1) that the 
money should be divided between 2 students for training 
fees; (2) that a piano for the college should be bought: 
(3) that a lantern and screen should be bought for the 
college. Then we heard about the Club in London to 
which the O.S.A. has become affiliated, and we were urged 
to respond to the appeal that students should become ‘Life 
members’ and thus help to put the O.S.A. on a ‘sound 
financial basis. We also discussed the desirability of sending 
a present to Miss Williams, with the money that had been sub- 
scribed, the general opinion being that it would be best to send 
the greater part of the subscribed amount in a cheque, and buy a 
present with the rest as a real ‘keepsake.’ But this matter is 
to be discussed more fully later. We then had a lively discussion 
on the merits and demerits of the present P.U’s examination 
marking system, and a resolution was passed that a letter should 
be written to Miss Mason to ask at any rate that the results 
might be ‘speeded-up’ and a more through system of marking 
adopted. The meeting was then closed and we went downstairs 
to tea. It was really rather satisfactory to feel that business 
being over we were at liberty to gratify our ‘satiable curiosity' 
as to the latest wedding in the clan, or the price of Miss So and 
So’s perfectly “dinky” hat, and compare notes on the relative size 
and merits of our pupils or classes. It was a pleasure to have 
amongst us several old students who like to describe themselves 
as ‘wanderers from the fold’; they have all a quota of experience 
to add to the general groping round amongst us to find the wisest 
course . 

If the Editor were not already fuming at the length of these 
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j u 1 )C led on to describe how the stu- 
notes an awav from the light and warmth and 

dents finally w 001 11 s ton Street (having duly inspected 

‘jollity’ of No- t i ie admirable new kitten) and plunge into 
the whole house and students managed to continue this 

the yellow tog- a,lf j 0 f the traffic, near Marble Arch, 
conference above ^ ‘ at spC ech -making, much to member 

lied in their several directions on per- 
m's enjoyment & stand outside a public house! 

ceiving that t > ; Mrs Gould, Mrs. Legg, Mrs. Reid and 

, Jr 0 !! Ttcll Bernau, Britten, Cow lard, Curry, Fellowes, 

cis Siding. Gillies, Hitching Lambert, 

Moronv MaeSheehy, Osborn, de Putron and Trembeth 
1 “Do it again” said Peter Pan, and they very kindly did it 
again . not once, but several times! 


LETTERS. 

Scale How, 

Ambleside. 

December 10th, 

My Dear Old Friends and Students, 

It appears that my appeal to Miss Gray came too late and I 
have this morning received from her a cheque for £44 1 6s. Od.; 
a truly magnificent offering from the dear students. 

I value this token of appreciation very much indeed, but 
really cannot apply the money to any personal use nor can I give 
it to a charity as from myself. 

I am therefore returning the cheque to Miss Gray with the 
request that, she will receive it for the funds of the Students 
Association. Then my dear friends can use the money for any 
object that they think suitable. 

With much love and renewed thanks for all the loving 
interest that the gift represents, 

I remain, 

Your affectionate Old Friend, 

F. C. A. Williams. 


Dear Old Students, • Seale How. 

bv I ViL h f dly ^lieveable that another year has already gone 
’ As vou alf are a lso ‘handing on ’ to our successors the Juniors . 
this term an l 5 ^, 1SS ^ ason h &s been ill the latter half of 

now glad to wi \i a , ve ,^ een very anxious about her, but we are 
the first time on ti iat - S u C 1S men( ^* n g f ast * She came down for 
all so glad to ort ^ anc y Dress Dance, and we were 

house. Her il1ne« ^ lm P se °* her; we have missed her so in the 

work she did in September** ® teat CXtent ° wing to the strenuous 


t he 'fir st ha K of t he term* X “ Ud 

felt that we knew him much better. He left behinrU ° ** " e 
inspiring ideas. He said that our attitude 1 Tu"* 

mattered just as much when they were absent as , th e children 
present, and that the very waj whth w e 
influenced their lives more than we imagined g ° hem 

He also said that we ought, to keep up with the current 
knowledge and the best knowledge on any subject that interests 

lieip K ^Indr 
They arc ,hc men "' ho ^ 

tj On Saturday, November 4th, the Juniors gave us “Eager 
Heart. They acted it most beautifully and reverently, and 
the staging’ and setting of it were excellent. 

As no doubt all the Old Students know, we at Scale How are 
saying good-bye to Miss Williams this term. We all find it verv 
difficult to think of college (with which she has identified herseif 
for so long) without her. She has never spared herself but has 
always worked indefatigably for the good of the students and the 
college, and all students, both past and present, will always 
think ol her with gratitude and affection. She will be followed 
by the heartiest good wishes from all of us wherever she is. 

Yours etc., 

The Present Students . 


Marine Hotel, 

Cape Town. 

My Dear Miss Pennetliorne. 

I thought that the news of educational opportunities out here 
might interest you, for I can see that there is much scope for well- 
educated and cultured women, if they can rake together a little 
capital to make a start. We landed at Lorenco Marques on 
Oct. 14th, last year after a pleasant voyage from Lisbon on board 
the Portuguese liner Mocambique. From there we went up to 
Johannesburg, a most go-ahead place largely populated by 
Scotch and Jews. The climate very bracing about 6.000 ft. up. 
and very open country round. From there we went to Durban 
which pays a higher income tax return than any other British 
city, a charming town. I was struck with the fact of what people 
will pay for culture there and in Johannesburg, so I questioned a 
delightful resident about these matters anti since then have met 
two or three girls in the teaching profession. I was so struck 
with the prospects that I wrote to Miss Nesbitt. I telt certain 
to begin with, that numbers of private posts would be open to 
our students. Of course those would be mostly out in the wilds. 
But people pay high salaries in this country, I don’t know what 
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, ( white housemaid at Johannesburg or 

governesses get but a ' and a] ] found. In the pul, l,e 

TS rhan gets £7 or £8 a . very good, but there our 

S oou in the t'so much^ chance as they ought to be able 

students would not have *0 e th call it now, the most. 

to speak the Taal. mAtt heard a mixture of high Dutch 

loathsome tongue I tove t literatu rc or grammar which 

spoilt French and Katw nat ional tongue; and a terrible 

these wretched Dutch cai ^ allow it to be regarded as any- 
mistake it was on our ia lose us t h e country in the end, as 

thing but a dialect. one w ill ever do business m it or' 

sure as eggs are eggs, a remain a mere dialect, 

make it a decent It isand English . It pro- 

and those who speak d wdl t^ev k f chee . chee , cockney, 

duces an appalling . t. h spea k it also hate us like blue 

and not .» ^ b ” olu Jl y misled by those who ought to know 

better 1 ' The Boer war might as well not have been fought. 
Oh the follv of being too lenient with an ignorant and undis- 
dplined people! Well to return to private educational prospects. 
Cape Town is no good, too Dutch and therefore ha f asleep. 
Durban is good, and Natal generally, being truly English up to 
now, and there are real openings in Johannesburg, where then 
are only two private schools, Roedean, an o It shoot, and St. 
Andrews, great rivals, but both turning away girls, while tor 
the High School there is a waiting list of 8 ,000 . Mrs . Acutt told 
me she had her four girls at St. Andrews, and it cost her £700 a 
year. Now l have just been talking to a girl, a connection ol 
mine, who is teaching here in the High School, and she was at 
St. Andrews as a teacher. She was kindergarten, and she got 
4-0 a year, and another £100 for her board, and anybody began 
with £120. She also told me that Miss Johnson and Miss Fletcher 
the principals, intend shortly to give up. Mrs. Acutt knows 
Mrs. Fletcher well, and told me if any of my friends liked to 
write to her and mention her name she would be delighted. I 
said to this girl “Would a good teacher without a degree be able 
to get a post in that school,” and she said she thought so, this as 
I know most of our students have not degrees. I believe these 
ladies are quite advanced in their ideas, and might be glad to 
hear of the P.N.E.U. 

Muriel Ecclestone, my relation who was there, said she con- 
sidered there was an excellent opening for another private school 
at Johannesburg, as she knew the applications came in such 
numbers to St. Andrews for admission that the principals did not 
even open them all, having no more room. They began with II 
oar ers and also day scholars. Rents are appallingly high in 
• o annesburg. Even if you can get a house, you have to pay 
a eas 20 monthly for a t roomed bungalow. These ladies 
anrUvf^ c , usive an d take no Jews and very few, if any Dutch, 
naf . e large enormous fees and their school is, in spite of that, 

w l 'i J rs - Acutt also gave me names in Natal of some places 
k considered a good school like that would go ahead very 
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<1U W * • o ,ey are £ algle l oad ’ Balgowen, Nottingham Road 
and Mooi River,-— all very healthy like Johannesburg I have 
written all this information to Miss Nesbitt. T also asked the 
English girl I met who is teaching “maths.” m the Johannes- 
burg High School, to get the Government Education magazine 
and send it to you. I met a young fellow who had lately come 
from the war and started a boys’ preparatory at Johannesburg 
and it was growing at such a rate that he told me he found it 
quite embarassing, as he could not enlarge quickly enough 
The fact is the climate is quite fit to educate children in out here 
and naturally people don’t all Want to send their children to 
England for education, and if we Rritishers mean to keep up our 
end of the stick the children must grow up here, and be South 
Africans, or the prolific, ignorant and narrowminded and obstin- 
ate Boer will oust us everywhere. He means to if he can , and all 
Government posts are being given to Afrikanders . The country 
needs education and culture, and only the British will get that, 
also the Jew, but the Boer does not care about it, all he wants 
is to laze and do as little as he possibly can for his money. He is 
a slacker, and a filthy beast. I saw a good deal of them as I had 
the misfortune to get into a 2nd rate Boer Pension on our arrival, 
absolutely the only place where you could get a bed. In sanita- 
tion they are appalling, they simply don’t care. I don’t see 
how a dirty people and a clean people will ever amalgamate. Of 
course there are nice ones, plenty, but not the majority, and the 
hot-headed Nationalists are feeding them up on the most awful 
lies about us. I met some of them on the boat, coming out from 
Holland, which is a hot-bed of anti-British propaganda. With 
that exception they were very nice young fellows, which made it 
all the worse. Poor old England. Well now if you want more 
information write to Miss Muriel Ecclestone, Laira, Newlands, 
Cape Town. She taught in St. Andrews, and is now teaching 
here in a Government School. 

Also Mrs. Courtney Acutt, Box 6985, Johannesburg, Trans- 
vaal, told me she would gladly give any friends of mine any 
information she could about private Schools. If you think any 
of this information would be useful to Scale How will you let 
them have it . 

The best short history of S. Africa up to date is “A Short 
History of South Africa.” bv Dorothea Fairbright. Published 
by the Oxford Press. 

I hope all this may interest you if of no use. 

Yours etc., 

Ethel Da ns if. Hall. 


MISS WILLIAMS V.P. 

Ax Attempt at an Appreciation. 

I love “V.P.” I think I have loved her ever since that 
cold January day when we first made acquaintance; I, -a Senioi , 
a Junior Mon i tress — groping 1 on the floor under the dining room 
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, 1SS of ray watch . ’ ’ It never needed the 
table “looking for tl ^f r wondrous kind . It was her .amaamg 

S ow-feeling* to make her | of themselves of getting at 

litx- of accepting people n b demand, that seemed to 

SeLtials. not the very first . That first year 

.five her a place , 10Ve si „ee thought. ... many ways, 

mast have been The new Seniors, of which 1 was one 

Miss Mason was veiy • f the ar dour of ignorance. 1 erpcvt.ua 1 
were verv young, and h an( j Lorraine raged m the 1 .B. 

"•” rfarC SL^hU^ln the school were ‘ ‘mixed . ’ ’ and badly 


And for the first 


room. J he ^^itTsurveillance they get now. 

three months the wroth" ' ***^' Mason at all— had hardly 

The .Tumors did n ; th her a nd were alert 

seen her. We had had « ^eUul > innovatio ns. It must 

to recognize, cnticiz . * Mi ss Williams took a line 

have been very ^fcult. ButimnK^ the adoption 

i» WlttEi "Si *ssVa»”s teaching-all th!,t wo 
"'n'p r N EU -we talked it. she lived it. From that line sha 
f a ^'vlr^vered one hair’s breadth in these 20 years Can 
we'say the same? Miss Mason taught us what Humility should 
L Miss Williams showed up what it could be Horn her we 
learnt how to govern “under Authority ; and most of all, I 
think, we learnt what “devotion to duty meant. Nelson is 
the only person I ever feel worked with such a single eye; and he 
was sentimental. No one could accuse V.P. ol that. Cut 
neither could she understand laziness; nor any form oi com- 
promise. 

I can hear her now, telling* me in anwser to some specious 
pleading for some delinquent — “But if its against a rule, no 
one should do it” — or words to that effect. And I think that is 
what we felt. There was sympathy for difficulties, help ireely 
given \Vhen needed, but neither excuse nor toleration for slack- 
ness in any form. Miss Williams lived what she taught. 
Thorough to the core, I like to think one of her favourite virtues 
was Temperance. No tub-thumping demi-god, but that chaste 
and austere damsel driving a fish that Mrs. Firth taught us to 
love . Exuberance was not encouraged ; but a gentle restraint, 
was to be exercised even on Hallowe’en. Then her humour 
was so attractive. Each year will remember its own sets of 
jokes, each individual her private source of shy asides with V.P. 
I can think ot many. And her quality of finding a child -like 
joy in little things — outside things — some one’s boots on a 
nature walk or some one’s faultless punctuality. I think 


il was humour that carried her over many a sheet of thin ice— 
the thin ice oi youthlul self-esteem. And sweetened, but never 
axoided, the task ol fault-finding. 

It was a revelation to hear her read Browning. Something 
deep and sonorous in the poet’s verse found an echo in V.P’ S 
mrnd, more, 1 used to think, even than Plato. But perhaps 
am wrong. Miss Williams was so essentially one with the 
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clean hardihood and clear reason of ti Greeks. The purity of 
Reason , the Precision of the Latin tc rue, the clear delight of 
mathematical thought, all these werr n a way to her different 
expressions of the same idea— How tc ,ve and he always at one’s 
best. I have heard her say, “It h ever right to do wrong “ 
And that I think is so characteristic 

But I could go on for so long. Tou all know as much and 
more than I do. But I owe her so much, and so does Scale How. 
What self-sacrifice means, and geography, and where to find 
strength to go on when you know you can’t. 

I have not said a word about her work in the school. The 
school mistresses should do that; nor the geography walks; a 
soui’ce of such inspiration and delight ; nor her sympathy with 
the really ill, and her warm appreciation of any real effort 
cither personal or for the community. Some things arc obvious: 
I have tried to avoid them. I have tried to express a little of 
what she means to me as an ordinary student — the meaning of 
duty, self-control, self-sacrifice, authority, and intrinsic effort; 
and in the name of us all 1 would like to thank her for 
teaching me these things, and what it means to have principles 
and stick to them. 

E . C . Allen . 


NOTICE. 

Miss Bernau is ready to take students round the British 
Museum on Saturday, February 12th. She will meet them 
under the Clock in the Entrance Hall, at 2-30 p.m. Will those 
who intend to join the party kindly send a card to Miss Bernau at 
13, Bryanston Street. W.l . 




